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TIME FOR MOCA TO
ASSIST THE HELICOPTER

INDUSTRY
While it is still early to assess the full impact of the

situation in Ukraine on Civil Aviation in India, the cost
of civil helicopter operation is bound to increase owing to cost of
Aviation Turbine Fuel. With Brent crude surging to $ 114  a barrel in
the international market, a steep rise in aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
prices in India is inevitable. Depending on the type of helicopters an
operator is using, the increase in operating cost can range anywhere
between 12 to 15%.

2. As on 15 Mar 22 at Mumbai Airport, the cost of aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) is Rs. 91.99 per litre for domestic operated Airlines / Flights.
It was Rs.74.50 per litre on 01 Jan 22. Impact of increased ATF costs
on helicopter companies involved in providing Air Logistic Support to
offshore rigs of ONGC will be negligible as the ATF is supplied by the
ONGC to these operators. However, there will be 12 to 15% increase in
cost of operations related to helicopter companies involved in on shore
operations.

3. Combined impact of higher freight rates and rupee devaluation
against the dollar on imports of helicopter and its spares will range
from 12 to 15% by the end of the year .This increase will result in direct
profit reduction by 10%.These escalation factors are applicable to
operators who own the helicopters fully as well the operators who are
operating leased helicopters.

4. It is therefore the right time for MOCA to assist the Industry
in resolving Fiscal, Regulatory and Operational issues expeditiously to
mitigate the adverse impact the Operators will be facing with the
escalating ATF cost and helicopter spares being imported. As on 31 Mar
22, the civil helicopter fleet strength is down to 239 compared to 291
on 31 Mar 2012.The only way to arrest the prospect of helicopter
operators winding up is to initiate emergency relief measures as outlined
below:-

a. Import duty and Integrated Goods and Services Tax (IGST) for
Helicopters operated by NSOP operators on should be reduced
to zero.

b. Ground Handling of helicopters at the airports should be left
to the operators as they can execute this task safely by
themselves.

c. AAI should harmonise the rental charges for hangars and portal
cabins at Juhu Airport in line with MRO policy.

d. Streamline clearances for landing at Temporary Helipads.
e. DGCA should help reduce the time taken to import helicopter

and provide endorsement on the NSOP.
f. DGCA must empower regional FOIs to quickly obtain One Time

Approvals as the HQ approvals take a lot of time.
g. Periodicity for Pilots checks (prof, route, SP VFR, etc.) may be

redefined as per Pilot’s total & type flying hours in line with
FAA norms.

5. The Civil Helicopter operators are waiting for positive response
from MOCA as they have gone through huge financial difficulties since
the onset of Covid-19 in March 2019.
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Dear Sir
RWSI e-monthly bulletin of Jan.

2022 mentions that the ‘Minister of
State for Defence Ajay Bhatt has
stated in a written reply in the Lok
Sabha on 17 Dec 2021 said that
there were 15 accidents involving
helicopters of the three Services in
the last five years’. Recently, there
was another one.

Helicopter accidents keep
attracting public attention due to
losses they entail in terms of losses
of lives and property. Majority of
these accidents occur due to pilot
error. Services and civil helicopter
pilots are of the same stock.

Apart from inquiry committees
set up to determine the causes
thereof, such accidents generate
personal debates and discussions
among aviation personnel. It has
emerged therefrom that helicopter
pilots are trained to ‘fly keeping
terrain/ground in sight’.
Subsequently, these pilots adopt
practices which are patently unsafe
and are well-known to the operators
but are not checked at any level.

‘Keeping terrain/ground is sight’
are intended for visual navigation
and avoiding obstacles/ terrain, both
requiring certain amount of forward
visibility. Forward visibility also
helps in identifying areas of low
visibility, like fog, cloud, rain, snow,
etc. Entering poor visibility airspace
deprives a pilot from sighting the
terrain/ground/ obstacles and thus
from navigating and also from
taking avoidance action in time. It
is a fatal risk for a pilot to ‘duck
under’ or to enter poor visibility area
on the presumption that he will be
able to remain visual or will be ‘soon
out on the other side of it’.
Presumption is not a part of flying
training kit.

Terrain and weather are not
pilot-friendly,  hence must be
avoided by a pilot trained only ‘to fly
keeping terrain/ground in sight’.
Inpeace-time air transportation,

safety should be the first preference.
It is expected that helicopter

training schedule includes enabling
a pilot to make out when the reducing
visibility will obscure the terrain/
ground making visual flying difficult,
whereby he must either,  divert to
remain in visual flying conditions,or,
climb to minimum safe altitude
(MSA, for the route/sector,
determined and published by AAI)
and fly by instruments. Descent
below MSA must be either visual,
when in sight of ground/terrain and
further flight can be executed by
keeping the ground/terrain in sight,
or by executing a prescribed
instrument procedure (any
instrument procedure to be followed
must be approved by the appropriate
authority), or  when guided by ATC
radar.

It is a safety imperative that a
helicopter flight is undertaken in
compliance with these conditions.

JS Wazir
Sir,
I totally agree with your views.

Recently, our team has analysed
around 22 CFIT accidents of civil
helicopters in India which has
occurred during the last two
decades. Without exception, in all
these accidents, there has been
noncompliance to SOPs. A way to
ensure better compliance to SOPs
is to build pilot’s safety awareness
thru recurrent training .Since Sept
04, over 1200 pilots operating SE
helicopters in India have benefitted
from Spl VFR courses conducted by
RWSI in which issues related to
CFIT are also covered .It may be
interest to note out of the 22 CFIT
accidents to civil helicopters in
India during the last 20 years, only
8 Single engine helicopters were
involved as against 14 twin engine
helicopters. There is a strong case
for all CHPL holders to undergo
recurrent training on CFIT and how
to avoid it.

 Editor

 Helicopter Operations
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POLICY FOR REGIONAL AIRLINES, HELICOPTER
OPERATIONS ON ANVIL TO BOOST LAST MILE

CONNECTIVITY: SCINDIA
In an event organized

by ASSOCHAM, industry
body on 28 Feb 22 , the
Minister for Civil Aviation
said that the government
is working on a policy for
regional airlines and
helicopter operators so as
to boost last mile
connectivity.  The
minister said the

emphasis has to be on smaller town airports as well
as regional connectivity in India. He admitted that
issues such as economies of scale, leasing costs and
pricing poses its own sets of issues.

“We are going to come out with a policy for
regional airlines and for helicopters to make them
much more economical, to make them much more
pervasive, and to provide that last mile connectivity
because growth is also going to come from that
sector,” he mentioned.

The growth opportunity is coming from smaller
cities like Jharsuguda in Odisha and Rupsi in Assam.
We have to provide the last mile
connectivity, Scindia noted.

The penetration of helicopters today in India is
negligible. India has 130-140 civil helicopters and if
you look at a developed country, it has helicopters in
thousands, he said.

“So we have to come out with a policy that makes
it possible for helicopters to drive the growth
especially in north eastern states and in the island
states that is something that I am working on as we
speak,” he said.

Scindia underscored the aviation sector is going
to become the backbon14 Mar 22. The average
number of the passenger carried in the pre-Covid
financial year (2019-20) was around 4 lakh per day.
On 6th March 2022, domestic airlines in India carried
around 3.7 lakh passengers. The number of daily air
passengers may cross pre-COVID levels in a few
months.

 The Government has taken several steps to meet
the increasing demand in aviation sector in future,
some of which include the following:

 (i) AAI has taken up development of new and
existing airports with a projected capital expenditure
oaround Rs. 25,000 crores in next five years. This
includes construction of new terminals, expansion
and modification of existing terminals, expansion
and/ or strengthening of existing runways, aprons,
Airport Navigation Services (ANS) infrastructure,
control towers and technical blocks etc.

 (ii) The Public Private Partnership (PPP) airports

at Delhi, Hyderabad and Bengaluru are undertaking
major expansion projects of around Rs. 30,000 crores
by 2025. Additionally, Rs. 36,000 crores have been
planned for investment in the development of new
Greenfield airports across the country under PPP
mode.

 (iii) Government of India has accorded ‘in-
principle’ approval for setting up of 21 Greenfield
Airports across the country. So far, eight Greenfield
airports namely, Sindhudurg and Shirdi in
Maharashtra, Durgapur in West Bengal, Pakyong in
Sikkim, Kannur in Kerala, Orvakal in Andhra
Pradesh, Kalaburagi in Karnataka and Kushinagar in
Uttar Pradesh have been operationalized.

 (iv) Under Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS)
- UdeDesh ka Aam Nagrik (UDAN), 403 routes
connecting 65 airports (including 8 heliports and 2
water aerodromes) have been operationalized as on
31 January 2022.

 (v) Goods and Services Tax (GST) rate has been
reduced from 18% to 5% for domestic Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul (MRO) services.

 (vi)  A conducive aircraft leasing and financing
environment has been enabled.

 (vii) Improvement in air navigation
infrastructure at Indian airports is being carried out.

 The issue of reduction of Value Added Tax (VAT)
on Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) has been taken up
with the States and the UTs. The following 11 States/
UTs have reduced the VAT on ATF to below 5%:

 Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Dadar & Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu, Gujarat, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir,  Ladakh,
Madhya Pradesh, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand.

 This information was given by the Minister of
State in the Ministry Of Civil Aviation (Gen. (Dr) V.
K. Singh Retd) in a written reply to a question in
Rajya Sabha on 14 Mar 22 related to the
transportation of our country. Auto sector is known
today by the OEMs (original equipment
manufacturers) and I want the airline ecosystem to
grow similarly, he said.

Eleven states had VAT rate on aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) between one and four per cent and 25
states had between 15 and 30 per cent when I took
charge as the Aviation Minister, he said. The Centre
then went to states and helped them understand that
lowering the VAT rate on ATF will assist them in
boosting economic growth and tourism, he stated.
In the last over six months, 12 more states have
brought their VAT rate on ATF in 1-4 per cent bracket,
he stated. “Let me assure you that I would not rest
until VAT is reduced in all states. I have 13 more
states to deal with,” he added

<<FOCUS ON CIVIL AVIATION POLICIES>>
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14 Mar 22.The Ministry of Civil Aviation has
launched Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) -
UDAN (Ude Deshka Aam Nagrik) on 21-10-2016 to
stimulate regional air connectivity and making air
travel affordable to the masses. UDAN is a market
driven scheme. An airport which is included in the
awarded routes of UDAN and requires up gradation/
development for commencement of RCS operations
is developed under “Revival of unserved and
underserved airports” scheme. Airports Authority of

405 ROUTES UNDER UDAN SCHEME
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on Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) has been taken up
with the States and the UTs. The following 11 States/
UTs have reduced the VAT on ATF to below 5%:
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GST REDUCED FROM 18% TO 5% FOR DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE, REPAIR AND OVERHAUL (MRO)

SERVICES

India (AAI), the Implementing Agency has identified
154 RCS airports including 14 water aerodromes and
36 helipads so far under UDAN for operation of RCS
flights. Airports Authority of India (AAI), the
Implementing Agency, has awarded 948 routes, from
which, 405 routes involving 65 airports including 8
heliports and 2 water aerodromes have been
operationalized under UDAN as on 09.03.2022.




